By the King. 


AProclamation for reſtraint of killing, dreſsin g/ and 


cating of Fleſh in Lent, or on Fiſh dayes, appointed by the 
Law, to be hereafter ſtrictly obſerued by all ſorts of people. 


72 Hereas diuers good Lawes and Statutes, haue heretofore , with 
N great care and pꝛouidente been made and enacted foꝛ the due obſeruatr- 
N 0 4 „Slonof Lent,and other dayes appointed foz Fiſhdayes,aſwel foz the ſpa- 
WH 1 ring and increaſe of Fleſh victuall, as foꝛ the maintenance of the Ha⸗ 


F) SM e || me c Dhipping of this Kealme, by the encouragement of Fiſhermen 
VN 5 to goe to the Seas fo2 the taking of Fiſh; which Tawes, and politique 
> 0 / Conſtitutions, haue from time to time been {ſeconded and quickened by 
HY HERD). # V2 I (undey Pꝛoclamations, and other Actes aud Oꝛdinantes of State in 
eh, the times of Dur Vopall Pꝛedeceſſozs; And whereas, notwithſtand⸗ 
—_C Re ling lo many good pꝛouiſions heretofore had and made in that kinde, 
We haue obſerueo, that the inoꝛdinate liberty vſually tahen by all lozts of people, to kil, dꝛeſſe and 
eate Fleſh in the Lent ſeaſon, and on other dayes and times pꝛohibited , is become ſo inueterate 
an euill, that it will require moꝛe then 62dinary care to ſuppꝛellethe fame, | 

Weetherekoꝛe, much affecting the rekoꝛmation of ſo great# crowing an euill, which is ſo great 
an enempto the plenty of this Pur Bingdome, Haue thought kit thus timely, (the better to 
take away all pꝛetences okexcuſe) to expꝛeſſe Durſeife and Ou. Ropall Commandement inthts 
behalfe: Whereof without future declaration of Our pleaſure in this Emde, Wee ſhall expett, and 
doe req ure from all Dur Subiects, that due notice be taken, and that a ſtrict and continued obe⸗ 
diente and confoꝛmity be peelded thercunto, both koꝛ the pꝛelent, and in ail lucceding times. 

And therekoꝛe Wee doe ſtraitly charge and command all and enery perſon and perſons what⸗ 
ſoeuer, to whom it may appertaine, caretully to pꝛouide aud ſce, that theſe Oꝛders following map 
be duely oblerued and put in execucion, vpon paine of Our high diſpleaſure,and ſuch penalties, as 
by the Lawes of this Our Kealme maybe inflicted vpon the Offenders, foꝛ their contempt 02 
neglect of Us and Dur Lawes, whereok wee ſhall ſhew Our Selfe moſt lenſible. | 

And firſt, whereas we kind, that the chiefeſt cauſe of cheſe diſozders hath growen from the L1- 
cences that haue been granted to Butchers, to kill and vtter Fleſh contrary to Law, And that by 
Dur Lawes, no Matoz, Juſtice of Peate, oꝛ other perſon of what degree 02 quality ſoeuer, can 
grant any Licencein this kinde; And that the Loꝛds and others of Our Pup Councell, doe by 
Dur direction foꝛbeare to grant the ſame, o2 giue way thereunto ; Our will and pleaſure is, vpon 
the penalties pꝛouided by Law,and ſuch further puniſhment to be inflicted vpon the offenders, as 
(hall be thought meete, that no ſuch Licence ſhall bee granted foꝛ the killing oꝛ vttering of Fleſh ; 
And, that no Butcher, oꝛ other perſon whatloeuer, doe by colour thereof, kill, vtter, oꝛ put to ſale 
any Flelh contrary tothe Lawes eſtabliſhed and pꝛouided in that behalfe. 

And foꝛ the auoiding of ſach inconuemences hereafter, Our will e plealure is, That the Loꝛd 
Mato: of Pur Citic of London, and euery other Officer and Juſtice of Peace ſhall call befoꝛethem, 
and ſend foꝛ any ofthe ſleruants of any Jnholders, Uictualers, Cooks, Alehouſekeepers, Tauer⸗ 
ners and keepers of Oꝛdinarp tables, c luch others that vicer Uictuals, ⁊ to examine them vpon 
their cozpoꝛall Dathes, what Fleſh is oꝛ hath been during the Lent ſeaſon, oꝛ other dates pꝛohi⸗ 
bited by the Law, dꝛeſſed, killed, vttered, oꝛeaten in their houſes, which if they ſhall refuſe to doe, 
then to commit to pꝛiſon the laid ſeruants ſo refuſing vpon their Oathes to declare thetrueth. 


N * 


That the Toꝛd Maio? ſhall alſo yeerely befoze Lent,o2 at the beginning thereof.cauſe all In⸗ 
holders,keepers of Oꝛdinarp tables, Utctuallers, Alehoule-keepers,+Tanerners within the Ci⸗ 
tie and Liberties thereof,to appeare befoꝛe him, oꝛ ſuch perſons as he ſhall appoint meet foz that 


purpoſe; And (hal take Recogntzances with ſufficient Suretiesofeuery of them in good ſummes 


of money, (viz.) One hundzed pounds ofthe Pztncipal,and their Sureties thirty pounds aptece,to 
Our ble, not to dꝛeſſe any Flelh in their houles inthe Lent time oꝛ at other times pꝛohibited, fo2 
any reſpect,no2 ſuffer it to be eaten contrary to Law. The like Recognizance with Sureties,ſhal 
be taken ofthe like parties vpon like penalties by the Juſtices of peace of Our City of Weſtminſter, 
and the Liberties thereof; &enery ofthe ſaid Becogntzancesto be certified into Our Exchequer. 

And foꝛ the Butchers, and others that come with Uictuall oꝛ Fleſh out of the Countrey into 
the Citie, Dur plealſure is, That the Lozd Mato? (hall cauſe certaine perſons to watch at the 
Gates aud other like places in the Suburbs, where Fleſh may be bꝛought, to view e ſearch, and 
to intercept the ſame: And if any or thoſe Watchmen ſhall be found negligent and cozrupt in his 
Charge, then he to be committed to pꝛiſon during the whole Lent, 

And to the end that Fiſhermen may implop themlelnes to Sea with better incouragement 
then heretofoꝛe, and that the Fiſhmongers may furniſh themſelues with ſuch ſtoꝛe from time to 
time hereafter', as ſhall be expedient , aſwell foꝛ the pꝛouiſionofthe City, as foz ſelling the ſame 
at reaſonable Rates; We will that they take notice of this Our Commandement, æ conſtant reſo- 
lution foꝛ obſeruance of Lent, c Fiſh-dayes, both now and hereaftcr , as by Law is required. 

And furthermoze,as Wee thinke it fit, that euery man ſhould bea rule of oꝛder and abſtinence in 
his owne houle alwell in reſpect of the publique, as of his pꝛiuate eaſe and benefit: Do we ſtraitly 
charge and command all Inholders, keepers of Oꝛdinarp tables, Uictuallers, Alehoule keepers, 
and Tauerners, not to make any Supper foꝛ any perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoeuer, vpon Friday 
nights, either in Lent oꝛ out of Lent; noꝛ to ſuffer any meate to be then dꝛeſſed, vttered, ſold oz ea⸗ 


ten in their houles, vpon paine of ſuch puniſhment, as is due to thoſe that ſhall contemne Our 


Vo pall pleaſure and Cammandement. . 
And foꝛalmuch as vpon further aduice and conſideration Had, that the reſtraint of killing and 


dꝛeſſing of Fleſh is no ſufficient remedy foꝛ the milchtefe,vnleſſe there be better care allo taken to 


luppꝛeſſe the vnlawfull and inoꝛdinate eating of Fleſh in the time of Lent, and on other daies and 
times pꝛohibited, wherwith Our Subtects haue accuſtomed themſelues, rather foꝛ delicatie then 
foꝛ neceſſity; It is therefoze Our Royall will and plealſure, and accoꝛdingly We doe hereby ſtrait⸗ 


ly pꝛohibit and foꝛbid all Our Subtects, ot what degree oꝛ quality ſoeuer within this Realme, to 
eate any maner of Fleſh in ỹ time of Lent, oꝛ on other dates now vſually obſerued as Fiſh daies, 


without aſpectall Licence firſt obtained from the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe, oꝛ ſuch other as by the 


Law haue power to giue Licence in that behalfe,andacco2ding to Our Lawes in that taſe pꝛoui⸗ 
ded, ( which we will and command chall be ſparingly granted, and in caſes of neteſſity onely)vpon 
paine of Our high diſpleaſure, and to bee p2oceeded againſt by Our Attourney generall in Pur 


Court of Star Cham ber. as tontemners of our Royall Commandement, and vpon ſuch further 


penalties, as by the Lawes and Statutes of Our Kealme may bee inflicted on thoſe chat ſhall 


wilfully offend in this kinde, | 
And as thele Oꝛders are to be executed in Dur City of London, and places ntere to the ſame, ſo it 


is Our ex pꝛeſſe pleaſure and Commandement, That Dur Juſtices ofPeace in all Shires with 


in their Rule,x all other Maioꝛs, Bailifes, and chiefe Officers in Towns Coꝛpoꝛate oꝛ in any Ti- 
berties within their Pꝛetincts, hal cauſe the ſame to be obſerued and perfoꝛmed in like maner; and 
that no maner of Toleration, Fauour, oꝛ Conniuencie be vſed by any Juſtice of Peace, oꝛ other 
Officer.contrary to the true meaning ofthis Our Pꝛoclamation, as both they that ſhall pꝛeſume 
wittingly lo to tolerate the offence, as alſo the party himſelfe offending, will anſwere the ſame at 
their vttermoſt perils : Our Commandement being, That Pur Lawes in this caſe ſhalbe here- 
after ſeuerely executed vpon all Offenders whatloeuer: 

Further charging and commanding the Lo2d Maioꝛ of Our City of London, the Juſtices of 
Allile in their ſeuerall Circuits,the Maioꝛs andthe chiefe Ofticers ot all other Citiesx Townes 
toꝛpoꝛate, Juſtices ofÞeace,Lo2ds of Liberties,and all other Officers and miniſters within the 
ſeuerall Counties of this Our Realme, that they and euery of them fully obey this Our plea- 
ſure, and cauſe and compel the ſame to be obeyed and executed by others as they will anſwerethe 
contrary at their vttermoſt perils. : | 

And foꝛ the due execution ofthe pꝛemiſſes in all other the Counties ot this Dur Realme,aſwel 
as in Our Cities of London and Weſtminſter, Me doe hereby ſtraitly charge and command all Our 


Juſtices ot Peate withm the lame Counties, alwell within Liberties as without, That yeertly, 
.and euery yeere hereafter befoꝛe Lent, they cauſe to tome and appeare befozethem all Inholders. 
Cookes, Lauerners,Alehoule-keepers,Butchers, t other Uictuallers whatſoeuer, t to require 
and take ol them to our vſe, ſeuerall Recognizances , with Sureties, foꝛ obſeruation oft 5 
nuſſes, (via. The Pꝛintipals in ten pounds, and their two Hureties in five pounds apiete: And if 
they ſhall refuſe oꝛ neglect to enter into ſuch RNecogntzances then the ſaid Juſtices ſhall fuppzelſe 
uch perlſons lo retuling, from victualling any moꝛe, and ſhall alſo tauſe them foꝛthwith to become 
wound by Recogntzance with Sureties to Our ble, (viz.) The pꝛincipals in twenty pounds, and 
their two Sureties in ten pounds aplece, not to victuall, oz ſell Beere oz Ale from thencefoozth, 
which it they chall refuſe to doe, chen the Lald Juſtites to commit to pꝛiſon all ſuch perſons ſo re- 
Fuſing to enter into ſuch Recognizances, vnitili they ſhall ſubmit themſelues, and betome bound, 
as afo:eſatd. And further foz all ſuch Pnholders, Cookes, Tauerners, Alehoulc-keepers, But- 
chers, and other Uictualers,as all not appeare beloꝛe the ſaid Juſtices, as fozeſaid, That they 
map immediatly ſond foozth their Warrants. oꝛ grant Pꝛotceſſe agauſt them,andenery ofthemfo 
making default,to appeareEauſweretheircontemptat the next generall Seſſions of the Peate. 

And further, fo: the moze due puniſhment of Inholders Keepers of Oꝛdinarpy tables, Cooks, 
Wutchers,Uictualers Alehonle-keepers, Tauerners and ſuch like, who ſhall fozfeit their Netog⸗ 
niʒautes by killing oꝛ dꝛelling of Fleſh, oꝛ ſuffering it to be eaten in their houſes in the Lent tune, 
and other Fiſh dapes; And to the end that the fame map be as well taken in due foꝛme of Law. as 
Duely certified into Our exchequer, ne doe will and require all Juſtices of Peate, aſwell within 
W. iberties as without , That at ſuch times as they ſhall meete within their ſeuerall Diuiſions. 
fo the taking ofluch Metogutz antes, that they gtue notice to the Clerkes of the Peace, oz their de⸗ 
puties ts attend them foꝛ that purpoſe, Of whom We will require a ſtrict Accompt koꝛ the legal 
taking and returning of the lame Recognizances into Dur ſayd Exchequer : The ſaid Clerkes 
okthe Peate and their deputies, taking foꝛ the making and certifying of the ſame Kecogntzantes 
gfall Inkeepers, Tauerners, Cookes and Butchers, the Fee of two ſhillings ſixe pente; and of all 
Alehoule-keepers the Fee of twelue pence, as is limited to be taken by the Clerke of thePeacefo2 
Our County of Middleſex fo: euery ſuch Recognizance, and no moꝛe. 

And laſtly, toꝛ that the Fiſhmongers (vpon the obſeruation ofthe afozeſaid Oꝛders) map per: 
haps take occaſion thereby to inhante the pꝛites, aſwell of Frech, as of Sea · Fiſh: We dot therkoꝛe 
hereby further charge and command all Fiſhmongers whatſoeuer, That they ſell and vtter their 
Fiſh at moderate and vſuall rates and pꝛices; And that all Juſtices of peate, Maioꝛs, Batliffes. 
and Other Dur Otfiters, as well within liberties as without, to whom it ſhall appertaine, hall 
from time to time take ſuch oꝛder wich the ſaid Fiſhmongers, that Our Subiects be not griened 
vy any ſuch enhantement oꝛ encreaſe ot pꝛites vpon Fiſh, vpon paine of Our high diſplealure, and 
duch further puniſhment as may be inſlitted vpon them vy Dur Lawes. 


Giuen at Our Court at White - Hall the fourtecnth day of lanuary, in tire firſt yeere of Our Reigne of Great 
Britaine, France and Ireland. | 


God fave the King. 


